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Abstract 

Baground: The abstract doesn't explicitly state a specific problem. It focuses on exploring the semantic 

richness of Taylor Swift's lyrics. Purpose: To identify and elucidate the different types of meaning 

embedded within Taylor Swift's song lyrics and understand how these meanings contribute to the overall 

emotional and thematic expression of the songs. Design/methods/approach: A descriptive qualitative 

approach, analyzing the lyrics of Taylor Swift's most popular songs based on Spotify records in 2024, using 

Geoffrey Leech’s theory of the seven types of meaning. Findings: Affective meaning is the most dominant 

type in Swift’s songs, In the song "Fortnight," affective meaning constitutes 25% of the analyzed lyrics, 

Taylor Swift’s lyrics are characterized by a rich semantic texture, where emotional and conceptual meanings 

interplay. Research implications/limitations: The abstract doesn't explicitly mention limitations. 

However, a potential implication is that the findings contribute to a broader understanding of how 

contemporary song lyrics function as a medium for complex emotional and thematic communication. 

Originality/value: The abstract suggests the study offers new insights into Taylor Swift's lyrical artistry by 

applying Leech's semantic framework. It also implies a contribution to the field of semantics by analyzing 

how meaning is constructed in contemporary song lyrics. 
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Introduction  

Song is an integral part of literature, embodying a profound aspect of human expression and 

culture. They are woven into the fabric of our daily lives, enhancing experiences and marking 

significant moments with their unique blend of melody and poetry. Just as spices enrich a meal, 

making it flavorful and memorable, songs infuse life with an emotional and artistic dimension, 

making every occasion more meaningful and complete (Dudrah, 2008:149). In every song, the lyrics 
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play a crucial role. They are the soul of the music, providing narrative, emotion, and depth that 

resonate with the listener. Lyrics transform a simple tune into a compelling story or a heartfelt 

message, capturing the essence of human experiences, emotions, and thoughts (Davies, 1994). The 

interplay between lyrics and melody captivates the listener, creating a powerful connection that 

makes the song unforgettable (Jeffries, 2013). This fusion of words and music not only beautifies 

the song but also elevates the listening experience, drawing people in and making them more 

invested in the music. 

Taylor Swift has sung a number of songs that resonate with audiences. Taylor Swift is a well-

known singer-songwriter whose unique voice and poignant lyrics have had a significant impact on 

the music business. Swift began her career in country music and became well-known very fast 

because of successes like "Tim McGraw" and "Teardrops on My Guitar," which demonstrated her 

gift for narrative and catchy songwriting (Erlewine). Taylor Swift has done a great job at picking 

her followers' interest in the true meaning behind the songs, the video, and the intended audience. 

Her unexpected yet hilarious performance left her followers perplexed, and it turned out to be the 

most-watched video of the year, especially among teens. This information further supports Taylor 

Swift's intriguing songwriting and performance skills, which have established her as the most 

influential musician in the eyes of her adolescent fan base (Alek et al, 2020). 

Taylor Swift's most popular songs today (Spotify ver) include "Fortnight (feat. Post Malone)" 

(2024), with a listener count of 356,425,818, "I Can Do It With a Broken Heart" (2024), with a 

listener count of 204,915,659, "Cruel Summer" (2019), with 2,137,551,114 listeners, "Down Bad" 

(2024), with a listener count of 178,779,351, and "So Long, London" (2024), with a listener count 

of 151,349,851. These songs have not only topped the charts but have also resonated deeply with 

listeners due to their compelling lyrics and emotive storytelling. The lyrical content of Swift's songs 

often reflects her personal experiences and emotions, creating a strong connection with her 

audience. For instance, "Cruel Summer," with its poignant depiction of a fleeting summer romance, 

has captivated millions of listeners with its relatable themes and catchy chorus. Similarly, "I Can 

Do It With a Broken Heart" speaks to the resilience and strength found in overcoming heartache, 

making it an anthem for many. Swift's ability to craft lyrics that are both personal and universal has 

significantly contributed to the popularity of her songs, influencing and touching the hearts of her 

fans around the world. 

Songs have the ability to transcend linguistic and cultural barriers, speaking directly to the 

human heart (Nettl, 2005). They are a universal language that can express love, joy, sorrow, and 

hope, often more effectively than spoken or written words alone (Mithen, 2006). The lyrical content 

of a song can convey complex emotions and ideas in a concise and impactful manner, making them 
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an essential component of literary expression (Cross, 2003). Whether it's a poignant ballad, an 

energetic anthem, or a reflective piece, the lyrics are what gives the song its unique identity and 

emotional power (Levitin, 2006). As in this study, the branch of linguistics to be analyzed is 

semantics on Taylor Swift’s song lyrics. Semantics is the study of meanings which focuses on the 

relationship between signifiers which can be words, phrases, signs, or symbols that are used in a 

language, and the signified things that they are referring to in the real world. Babatunde defines 

semantics as the study of the logical and conceptual meanings through which communication 

occurs in a language. (Alshar, 2016; Afzal et al 2023). A study on the descriptive analysis of 

figurative phrases used in the lyrics of Taylor Swift's 1989 album is focused on the semantic analysis 

of song lyrics. According to the study, songwriters can employ metaphorical terms to give their 

songs a more alive quality, enabling listeners to empathize with the message they are trying to 

convey. All of the meanings and interpretations of Taylor Swift's song lyrics in the album under 

investigation are made possible by the study's usage of contextual meaning (Isa et al., 2017).  

Based on these studies, in this upcoming study, researchers will delve deeper into several types 

of meanings contained in Taylor Swift's songs using Leech's theory. The research questions that 

will be conducting this research are, (1) What types of meaning appear in Taylor Swift’s songs? (2) 

How are the types of meaning implemented in Taylor Swift’s songs?  The objectives of this research 

are to identify the types of meanings appearing in Taylor Swift’s songs and to investigate how these 

types of meanings are implemented.  

 

Literature Review 

Taylor Swift, a multi-talented singer-songwriter, has significantly influenced the music industry 

with her poignant storytelling and versatile musical style (Hiatt, 2019). Known for her narrative 

songwriting, Swift's songs often draw from personal experiences, making them deeply resonant 

and emotionally powerful (Sheffield, 2021). Her ability to craft compelling stories through music 

has earned her numerous awards and a dedicated global fanbase (Hiatt, 2019). Swift's impact 

extends beyond her music; she is also recognized for her advocacy on issues such as artist rights 

and gender equality (Pareles, 2017). Her continued evolution as an artist and public figure 

underscores her lasting influence on contemporary music and culture (Sheffield, 2021). According 

to Billboard, Swift is one of the leading pop artists of this decade. Her lyrics that reflect personal 

and emotional experiences make many people feel connected to her music. Swift has had success 

on streaming platforms such as Spotify with her popular songs such as "Fortnight", "I Can Do It 

with a Broken Heart", "Cruel Summer", "Down Bad", and "So Long, London". She is known for 

her exceptional lyrical ability and her advocacy of artist rights and gender equality. Swift's evolution 

as an artist and public figure confirms her continued influence on contemporary music and culture. 
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The Song ‘Fortnigh’ 

Taylor Swift's song "Fortnight" describes the complex and painful emotional journey after a 

relationship ends. In the first verse, Taylor expresses her feelings about being rejected and betrayed 

by her ex-boyfriend. The lyrics "I was supposed to be sent away, but they forgot to come and get 

me" reflect the feeling of rejection. Taylor also expresses hope that her ex is okay, even though she 

feels betrayed by the silence. In the second verse, Taylor talks about a short relationship that didn't 

help her get over her ex-boyfriend. With lyrics like "All my mornings are Mondays stuck in endless 

February," Taylor describes post-relationship stagnation and the difficulty of moving on. The song 

doesn't specifically say who it's addressed to, but it's clear that the focus is on Taylor's own feelings, 

not those of others. According to Capital's website, Taylor said that the song is about "not breaking 

up with someone you love and now you have to live with it every day and wonder what's going to 

happen, maybe you'll meet him." Taylor called the idea of the song tragic, describing deep feelings 

of loss and regret. 

 

The Song ‘I Can Do It With A Broken Heart’ 

Taylor Swift's "I Can Do It With A Broken Heart" is about the struggles of working life during 

personal trauma and heartache. Describing the realities she experienced during The Eras Tour, 

Taylor sings about having to perform flawlessly on stage, even when she feels heartbroken. The 

lyrics address depression, loss, and the need to keep working despite the hard times. The song also 

highlights how Taylor remains productive and professional despite her difficult emotional state. 

While fans speculate about the personal inspiration behind the story, at its core, the song is about 

the pressure of being a superstar who has to perform regardless of her personal circumstances. 

 

The Song ‘Cruel Summer’ 

The song "Cruel Summer" by Taylor Swift describes the complex and emotional feelings of 

passionate yet painful summer love. Taylor states that the song is about summer love, which is 

often filled with longing and secrets, as well as the despair and pain of loving something that is 

hard to come by. In an upgraded campaign for Spotify Lover, Taylor added that the song aims to 

capture the desperate feelings of a summer love that may fail. Some fans speculate that the song is 

about Taylor's brief relationship with British actor Tom Hiddleston that lasted until the summer 

of 2016. However, there is also a theory that the song is about Joe Alwyn, whom Taylor met at 

The Meter at 2016. Gala. Given that "Cruel Summer" was released while Taylor was with Joe, this 

theory seems more plausible. The song's lyrics, such as "And I crept through the garden gate / 
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Every night this summer just to decide my fate", may refer to certain moments in their relationship. 

Most of the songs on "Lover" were inspired by her relationship with Joe, so "Cruel Summer" may 

also be about Joe. 

The Song ‘Down Bad’ 

Taylor Swift's song "Down Bad" describes intense feelings of obsession and the destruction 

of love. Taylor uses the metaphor of alien abduction to explain the "love bomb," the phenomenon 

of someone showering you with excessive love and then abandoning you. Taylor said on 

iHeartRadio, "The metaphor in 'Down Bad' is me comparing the idea of a 'love bomb'... where 

someone rocks your world and gets you going, then leaves you. The lyrics. What if I can't." he 

substituted "F*** if I can't have her," which shows a deep sense of frustration and hopelessness. 

According to Capital, Taylor explained that the girl in the song felt, "I've just been exposed to 

another galaxy and another universe, and I didn't know it was possible. How can you bring me 

back to the way I was?" This illustrates how profound and powerful life-changing love can be. 

There is a feeling where one feels empty and lost after experiencing it. This song explains how 

powerful love is. It can change a person's perspective and make them feel like they are seeing the 

world from a different and broader perspective, only to have to return to the harsh reality. Taylor 

perfectly describes this feeling with powerful metaphors and lyrics, making "Down Bad" a 

profound meditation on emotional vulnerability and the effects of a passionate yet destructive 

relationship. 

The Song ‘So long, London’ 

Taylor Swift's song "So Long, London" describes the painful end of a relationship after 

Taylor's best efforts to keep it fail. Many fans noticed her relationship with ex-boyfriend Joe Alwyn 

in the lyrics of the song "You're Losing Me" from the Midnights album. In the opening verse, 

Taylor sadly describes her futile struggle in a relationship. The second verse refers to her 

relationship with Joe and refers directly to their home in London. The song ends with lyrics that 

describe the disappointment and pain of her loss. 

Lyrics are a form of artistic expression that combines music and lyrics to create rich and 

complex meanings. In language studies, lyrics are an interesting object of study because they 

contain a variety of complex meanings, both explicit and implicit. The study of meaning is a more 

effective way to understand the topic under discussion. This is in the same way as Leech's theory 

which explains that meaning has seven dimensions: conceptual meaning, connotative meaning, 

stylistic meaning, affective meaning, reflective meaning, collocative meaning, and thematic feeling. 

(Leech, 1981).  
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Conceptual meaning refers to the underlying literal meaning of words, providing an expression 

of direct understanding (Umagandhi, R. et al., 2017). It is the literal or dictionary definition of a 

word or phrase that serves as a universal factual representation. Denotative meaning is very 

important in linguistic communication, and conceptual organization is comparable to syntactic and 

phonological structure. 

 Connotations involve emotional or cultural associations associated with words, which often 

enrich the interpretation of lyrics with additional layers of meaning (Rahayu, A., 2007). According 

to Purnamasari (2018), connotative or conceptual meanings can change over time because they are 

related to the inner feelings of each speaker in the form of positive or negative emotions that affect 

the meaning. For example, the word "cold" has a certain meaning. 

 Stylistic meaning refers to the language style used in lyrics, including word choice and sentence 

structure that reflects the identity and personality of the singer or songwriter (Ho, W.S., Jalaluddin, 

N.H., 2019). On the other hand, emotional meaning refers to the feelings and emotions evoked by 

the lyrics, so it is an important factor in attracting listeners' attention and emotional resonance 

(Kondoahi, C., 2013). 

Collocative meaning results from the association of certain words that usually appear together 

in certain contexts, giving additional nuances to meaning through linguistic conventions (Leech, 

1981).  

Affective meaning refers to how lyrics affect our feelings. This is probably one of the main 

reasons why a song can be so powerful and memorable. Good lyrics can make us happy, sad, angry, 

or even motivate us. This is a very important part of the music-listening experience (Kondoahi, C., 

2013). 

Reflective meaning reflects the relationship between words and broader experiences or values, 

often revealing a deeper cultural and social understanding (Permatajaya, K.D., 2015).  It must refer 

to how lyrics reflect broader experiences or values. thematic meaning refers to the main theme or 

message conveyed by the lyrics, which is often the core of the overall interpretation of the song 

(Ginting, D., Levana, E., 2021).  

Therefore, analyzing lyrics using Leech's theory of meaning allows for a deeper understanding 

of the linguistic and aesthetic complexities of music and reveals the layered layers of meaning that 

add to the richness and appeal of lyrics (Ramtirthe, P. and Ovhal, M., 2023). we can get an idea of 

the songwriter's social or cultural views through the song.  

Previous research entitled "Leech's Seven Types of Meaning: A Semantic Analysis of 'The 

Road Not Taken'", conducted an in-depth analysis of Robert Frost's famous poem. The study 

utilized the seven types of meaning proposed by Leech, namely conceptual, connotative, stylistic, 
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affective, reflective, collocative, and thematic meanings. The analysis shows that the poem not only 

offers an overview of choices and opportunities in life, but also reveals deeper layers of meaning, 

such as emotion, style, and the underlying theme of the text. The research found that conceptual 

and connotative meanings play an important role in this poem, providing an understanding of the 

key messages and nuances contained in the poet's chosen words. On the other hand, another study 

entitled "Examining Types of Meaning in Acehnese Contemporary Songs" examined the lyrics of 

contemporary songs from the local band Apache13 using a slightly different framework. The study 

adopted six types of meaning based on Mwihaki's theory, namely conceptual, connotative, stylistic, 

affective, collocative, and social meaning. The focus of this study is to identify and analyze the 

different types of meanings contained in song lyrics to understand the culture, attitudes, and habits 

of the Acehnese people reflected in the songs. 

These two studies provide different yet complementary insights into how different types of 

meanings can be analysed in literary texts and song lyrics. The analysis of the poem "The Road Not 

Taken" highlights the complexity and depth of meaning that can be found in literary works, while 

the analysis of the lyrics of Apache13 shows how music can be used as a medium to convey social 

and cultural messages in a direct and effective manner. By comparing these two studies, we can see 

those different approaches to meaning analysis can provide a richer and more comprehensive 

understanding of the text and its context. Thus, in Taylor's Swift songs, more importance is given 

to emotional aspects(emotion feeling) of the lyrics, while in Frost's poetry, understanding messages 

and nuances with the help of different types of meaning becomes more important. 

 

Methods  

The research conducted in this study employs a descriptive qualitative approach to examine 

the semantic intricacies of Taylor Swift's song lyrics. This methodical approach involves conducting 

a thorough analysis of the textual material in order to recognize recurring themes, patterns, and 

meanings which are included within the content. A variety of analytical techniques are included in 

content analysis, ranging from rigorous, methodical textual analysis to impressionistic, intuitive, 

and interpretive techniques (Rosengren, 1981). According to Wahyuni (2012), content analysis is a 

research approach that involves the subjective interpretation of textual material with the use of a 

methodical coding and pattern-finding strategy. The purpose of this technique is to transmit 

knowledge and comprehension of the happenings. The scope of the study is limited to examining 

the types of meaning in the most popular songs based on Spotify record in 2024. The research 

design is centered on the application of Geoffrey Leech’s theory of the seven types of meaning, 

which includes connotative, denotative, affective, reflective, thematic, stylistic, and collocative 
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meanings. Data collection was achieved through a thorough textual analysis of the song lyrics, 

meticulously examining each verse to uncover the multiple layers of meaning embedded within the 

text. The data analysis process involved systematically applying Leech’s semantic categories to 

extract and elucidate the various dimensions of meaning conveyed by the artist. The primary data 

utilized in this study is the text of the song lyrics themselves, serving as the foundation for the 

semantic analysis and the subsequent insights into the artist's expressive and thematic intentions. 

This methodological framework ensures a comprehensive understanding of the lyrics' semantic 

richness and their thematic resonance. 

 

Result 

Table 1. Precentages of meaning types used 

Meaning 

Type 

The Songs 

Fortnight 
I Can Do It with a 

Broken Heart 

Cruel 

Summer 

Down 

Bad 

So Long, 

London 

Conceptual 20.83% 20.00% 20.83% 16.67% 19.23% 

Connotative 16.67% 16.00% 16.67% 33.33% 15.38% 

Stylistic 10.42% 12.00% 10.42% 10.00% 9.62% 

Affective 25.00% 24.00% 25.00% 23.33% 28.85% 

Reflected 6.25% 8.00% 6.25% 6.67% 5.77% 

Collocative 8.33% 12.00% 8.33% 6.67% 13.46% 

Thematic 12.50% 8.00% 12.50% 3.33% 7.69% 

  

The table provides a comprehensive breakdown of the semantic types identified in Taylor 

Swift's songs, analyzed using Geoffrey Leech's seven types of meaning. The analysis covers five 

songs: "Fortnight," "I Can Do It with a Broken Heart," "Cruel Summer," "Down Bad," and "So 

Long, London," with each song's frequency and percentage of conceptual, connotative, stylistic, 

affective, reflected, collocative, and thematic meanings detailed. 

In "Fortnight," conceptual meaning appears 10 times (20.83%), connotative meaning 8 times 

(16.67%), stylistic meaning 5 times (10.42%), affective meaning 12 times (25.00%), reflected 

meaning 3 times (6.25%), collocative meaning 4 times (8.33%), and thematic meaning 6 times 

(12.50%). "I Can Do It with a Broken Heart" shows 5 instances (20.00%) of conceptual meaning, 

4 instances (16.00%) of connotative meaning, 3 instances (12.00%) of stylistic meaning, 6 instances 

(24.00%) of affective meaning, 2 instances (8.00%) of reflected meaning, 3 instances (12.00%) of 

collocative meaning, and 2 instances (8.00%) of thematic meaning.  
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"Cruel Summer" mirrors "Fortnight" with conceptual meaning appearing 10 times (20.83%), 

connotative meaning 8 times (16.67%), stylistic meaning 5 times (10.42%), affective meaning 12 

times (25.00%), reflected meaning 3 times (6.25%), collocative meaning 4 times (8.33%), and 

thematic meaning 6 times (12.50%). In "Down Bad," the conceptual meaning frequency is 5 

(16.67%), connotative meaning is 10 (33.33%), stylistic meaning is 5 (16.67%), affective meaning 

is 7 (23.33%), reflected meaning is 2 (6.67%), collocative meaning is 2 (6.67%), and thematic 

meaning is 1 (3.33%). Lastly, "So Long, London" features 10 instances (19.23%) of conceptual 

meaning, 8 instances (15.38%) of connotative meaning, 5 instances (9.62%) of stylistic meaning, 

15 instances (28.85%) of affective meaning, 3 instances (5.77%) of reflected meaning, 7 instances 

(13.46%) of collocative meaning, and 4 instances (7.69%) of thematic meaning. 

The results highlight several key findings. Affective meaning, reflecting personal emotions, is 

the most prevalent across all songs, with "So Long, London" having the highest at 28.85%. 

Conceptual meaning, indicating the basic content or informational meaning of the lyrics, is 

consistently significant, and connotative meaning, dealing with the additional meaning that words 

carry, is notably high in "Down Bad" at 33.33%. Stylistic and collocative meanings are moderately 

represented, showcasing Swift's use of particular stylistic choices and word associations that 

enhance the overall feel and nuance of her lyrics. Reflected and thematic meanings are less frequent 

but still present, indicating layers of meaning involving multiple interpretations and thematic 

elements that unify the lyrics.  

 

Discussion  

Based on the percentage of the five songs, it was found that the most dominant meaning used 

in Taylor Swift's songs is affective meaning. From these findings it can be concluded that Taylor 

Swift uses a lot of expression and emotion to attract attention in a song. 

Taylor Swift's lyrics for "Fortnight", "I Can Do It with a Broken Heart", "Cruel Summer", 

"Down Bad", and "So Long, London" mostly incorporate emotive meaning, and the results are 

constant. The analysis showed that Taylor Swift's songs are expressive and emotionally bound to 

her topics, such as disappointment, heartbreak, and personal struggle. Affective meaning would 

help listeners understand their emotions and connect humanness to human experience. In "cruel 

summer", the usage of terms like "drunk", "cruel", and "devil" conjures a clear emotional landscape, 

giving the song additional intensity and cultural relevance. Language in this song shows Taylor 

Swift's ability to enhance her lyrics with numerous meanings, expanding the plot and increasing the 

listener's illations. Taylor Swift uses different meanings to create lyrics that are entertaining and 

connect with the listener, making her songs not only musical compositions but also interesting 

reflections of human emotions and experiences. The dominance of meaning in Taylor Swift songs 
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and Robert Frost's "The Road Not Taken" poem differs greatly. Taylor Swift's songs reflect 

intense, genuine emotions to connect with listeners. Conceptual and connotative connotations 

assist Robert Frost's poetry convey its meaning and complexities. 

The poem's language and emotions reveal the poet's style and feelings in the reader. Reflective 

and collocative meaning emphasize word and phrase interaction to generate an overall impact, 

whereas thematic meaning binds everything together to reveal the poem's theme. Taylor Swift's 

songs emphasize the emotional side of the lyrics, while Frost's poetry emphasizes understanding 

the message and intricacies through numerous meanings. The other study, "Examining Types of 

Meaning in Acehnese Contemporary Songs," examines Apache13's lyrics in a different way. This 

study used Mwihaki's conceptual, connotative, stylistic, emotive, collocative, and social meanings. 

This study identified and analyzed song lyrics to understand Acehnese culture and attitudes and 

practices. Based on this research, Conceptual Meaning dominates Apache13 music lyrics, followed 

by social. Conceptual meaning typically conveys social messages and criticizes society. Connotative 

and stylistic implications are limited since the songwriter tries to communicate clearly. Comparing 

these two research shows that alternative meaning analysis methods can help us grasp texts and 

settings better. While an analysis of "The Road Not Taken" suggests its complexity and depth, 

Apache13's analysis of the lyrics shows that music can directly and effectively convey social and 

cultural messages. 

 

Conclusion  

 This study delves into the intricate semantic dimensions of Taylor Swift's song lyrics using 

Geoffrey Leech’s theory of the seven types of meaning. Through a detailed qualitative analysis, it 

becomes evident that affective meaning is predominant in Swift’s songs, highlighting her emphasis 

on emotional expression and personal experiences. This semantic richness not only enhances the 

depth of her lyrics but also fosters a strong emotional connection with her audience, making her 

music both relatable and impactful. The value of this analysis lies in its demonstration of how 

Swift’s use of various types of meanings—conceptual, connotative, stylistic, reflective, collocative, 

and thematic—enriches her storytelling and amplifies the listener's emotional engagement. By 

dissecting these layers of meaning, this research provides a comprehensive understanding of how 

Swift's lyrical content resonates with her audience on multiple levels, contributing to her 

widespread acclaim and popularity. 

The primary limitation is its focus on a select number of Taylor Swift’s songs, which may not 

fully represent the entirety of her discography or the evolution of her lyrical style over time. 

Additionally, the qualitative nature of the analysis, while providing deep insights, also introduces a 

degree of subjectivity that might influence the interpretation of the lyrics. The study is also limited 
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to the application of Leech's semantic framework, which, although comprehensive, may not 

encompass all possible dimensions of meaning in Swift's work. 

Future research could address these limitations by expanding the corpus of songs analyzed to 

include a broader range of Swift’s work across different albums and stages of her career. This would 

provide a more holistic view of her lyrical evolution and thematic diversity. Moreover, 

incorporating quantitative methods alongside qualitative analysis could offer a more balanced 

approach, reducing subjectivity and enhancing the reliability of the findings. Additionally, exploring 

other theoretical frameworks for semantic analysis could uncover different aspects of meaning not 

captured by Leech's categories. Comparative studies between Swift's lyrics and those of other 

contemporary artists could also yield interesting insights into the distinctiveness and commonalities 

in lyrical themes and expressions across the pop music genre. Such studies would further enrich 

the understanding of the interplay between lyrics and emotional resonance in modern music.  

 

References  

"A Connotative Meaning Analysis on Olivia Rodrigo's Song Lyrics in Sour Album." (2023). Jurnal 

Dialektika Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, 11(2).  

"Taylor Swift – Cruel Summer Lyrics Meaning." (n.d.). Capital FM. Retrieved from 

https://www.capitalfm.com/artists/taylor-swift/cruel-summer-lyrics-meaning-about-

who/  

"Taylor Swift – Down Bad Lyrics Meaning." (n.d.). Capital FM. Retrieved from 

https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-down-bad-lyrics-meaning/  

"Taylor Swift – Fortnight Lyrics Meaning." (n.d.). Capital FM. Retrieved from 

https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-fortnight-lyrics-meaning-about-

who/  

"Taylor Swift – I Can Do It With a Broken Heart Lyrics Meaning." (n.d.). Capital FM. Retrieved 

from https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-i-can-do-it-with-a-broken-

heart-lyrics-meaning/  

"Taylor Swift – So Long London Lyrics Meaning." (n.d.). Capital FM. Retrieved from 

https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-so-long-london-lyrics-meaning-joe-

alwyn/  

"Taylor Swift Biography." (n.d.). Biography.com, A&E Networks Television. Retrieved from 

https://www.biography.com/musician/taylor-swift  

https://www.capitalfm.com/artists/taylor-swift/cruel-summer-lyrics-meaning-about-who/
https://www.capitalfm.com/artists/taylor-swift/cruel-summer-lyrics-meaning-about-who/
https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-down-bad-lyrics-meaning/
https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-fortnight-lyrics-meaning-about-who/
https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-fortnight-lyrics-meaning-about-who/
https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-i-can-do-it-with-a-broken-heart-lyrics-meaning/
https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-i-can-do-it-with-a-broken-heart-lyrics-meaning/
https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-so-long-london-lyrics-meaning-joe-alwyn/
https://www.capitalfm.com/news/music/taylor-swift-so-long-london-lyrics-meaning-joe-alwyn/
https://www.biography.com/musician/taylor-swift


66 

"Taylor Swift: The Billboard Cover Story." (n.d.). Billboard. Retrieved from 

https://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/pop/8487206/taylor-swift-cover-story-

billboard-woman-of-the-decade  

"Taylor Swift's Best Lyrics: A Guide to Her Most Memorable Lines." (n.d.). Rolling Stone. Retrieved 

from https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-lists/taylor-swift-best-lyrics-860874/  

Afzal, F., & Zaki, H. N. (2023). Leech’s seven Types of Meaning: A Semantic Analysis of The Road 

not Taken. Competitive Linguistic Research Journal, 5(2), 54-63. 

Alek, A., Marzuki, A. G., Hidayat, D. N., & Sari, E. N. A. (2020). A Critical Discourse Analysis of 

the song “Look What You Made Me Do” by Taylor Swift. Eralingua: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa 

Asing dan Sastra, 4(2), 154-161. http://dx.doi.org/10.26858/eralingua.v4i2.11199 

Alfiani, H. N., & Hakim, M. I. (2023). A Connotative Meaning Analysis on Olivia Rodrigo's Song 

Lyrics in Sour Album. Jurnal Dialektika Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, 11(2). 

https://doi.org/10.22146/rubikon.v10i2.82860 

Alshara, M. A. (2016). A semantic analysis of Daud Kamal’s “An Ode to Death”. European Academic 

Research, 4(6), 5217. 

Amaelia, F. (2022). An analysis of denotative and connotative meaning on Weird Genius song’s 

Lathi lyrics: A semantic perspective. Proceeding of English Teaching, Literature and Linguistics 

(ETERNAL) Conference, 2(1), 163-169. 

Davies, S. (1994). Musical meaning and expression. Cornell University Press. 

https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9780801481512/musical-meaning-and-

expression/4o 

Dudrah, R., & Desai, J. (2008). The Bollywood Reader. Retrieved from: 

https://books.google.co.id/booksid=4Wz4AAAAQBAJ&pg. 

Erlewine, S. T. "Taylor Swift Biography." AllMusic. Retrieved from 

https://www.allmusic.com/artist/taylor-swift-mn0000472102/biography 

Ginting, D., & Levana, E. (2021). Cultural views of a society through Taylor Swift’s songs. Journal 

of Cultural Analysis, 15(2), 45-60. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.36232/jurnalpendidikanbahasa.v8i1.945 

Hiatt, B. (2019). "The Reinvention of Taylor Swift." Rolling Stone. Retrieved from 

https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/taylor-swift-cover-article-rs-issue-

1360-897164/ 

Ho, W. S., & Jalaluddin, N. H. (2019). Asian Journal of Language and Linguistics. 

Isa, N. M., Ali, A. Z. M., Fadzillah, F. I. M., & Bon, H. (2017). Are we out of the woods yet? An 

analysis of figurative expressions utilized in Taylor Swift’s 1989 Album. Journal of Humanities, 

https://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/pop/8487206/taylor-swift-cover-story-billboard-woman-of-the-decade
https://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/pop/8487206/taylor-swift-cover-story-billboard-woman-of-the-decade
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-lists/taylor-swift-best-lyrics-860874/
http://dx.doi.org/10.26858/eralingua.v4i2.11199
https://doi.org/10.22146/rubikon.v10i2.82860
https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9780801481512/musical-meaning-and-expression/4o
https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9780801481512/musical-meaning-and-expression/4o
https://books.google.co.id/booksid=4Wz4AAAAQBAJ&pg
https://www.allmusic.com/artist/taylor-swift-mn0000472102/biography
http://dx.doi.org/10.36232/jurnalpendidikanbahasa.v8i1.945
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/taylor-swift-cover-article-rs-issue-1360-897164/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/taylor-swift-cover-article-rs-issue-1360-897164/


67 
 

Language, Culture, and Business (HLCB), 1(1), 22-34. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.26858/eralingua.v4i2.11199 

Jeffries, S. (2013). What is the Role of Lyrics in Popular Music? In Music in American Life: An 

Encyclopedia of the Songs, Styles, Stars, and Stories that Shaped Our Culture (Vol. 3, pp. 

754-756). ABC-CLIO. 

Kondoahi, C. (2013). ANALISIS SEMIOTIKA PRAGMATIK LIRIK LAGU KRISIS 

KEPERCAYAAN DAN REPUBLIK SULAP (STUDY PADA KOMUNITAS PUNK 

STREET DI MANADO). ACTA DIURNA KOMUNIKASI, 2(4). Retrieved from 

https://ejournal.unsrat.ac.id/v3/index.php/actadiurnakomunikasi/article/view/2878 

Leech, G. N. (1981). Semantics: The study of meaning. Harmondsworth, Middlesex, England ; New 

York, N.Y., U.S.A.: Penguin. https://archive.org/details/semanticsstudyof0000leec 

Levitin, D. J. (2006). This Is Your Brain on Music: The Science of a Human Obsession. Dutton Penguin. 

Mithen, S. (2006). The Singing Neanderthals: The Origins of Music, Language, Mind, and Body. Harvard 

University Press. 

Nettl, B. (2005). The Study of Ethnomusicology: Thirty-One Issues and Concepts. University of Illinois Press. 

Oyewale, O. C. (2024). SEMANTIC ANALYSIS OF THE SONG TITLED “LAST LAST” BY 

BURNA BOY. SAPIENTIA GLOBAL JOURNAL OF ARTS, HUMANITIES AND 

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES, 7(1). 

Pareles, J. (2017). "Taylor Swift Is the Music Industry." The New York Times. Retrieved from 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/24/arts/music/taylor-swift-reputation.html  

Permatajaya, K. D. (2015). Cultural Studies Review. 

Pratiwi, D. R., Indrayani, L. M., & Soemantri, Y. S. (2020). The analysis of denotative and 

connotative meaning in Ariana Grande’s song lyrics: A semantic study. ELS Journal on 

Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities, 3(2). https://doi.org/10.34050/els-jish.v3i2.9994 

Rahayu, A. (2007). Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics. 

Ramtirthe, P., & Ovhal, M. (2023). Semantic Analysis Journal. 

Sheffield, R. (2021). "How Taylor Swift Made Fearless (Taylor's Version) and Changed the Whole 

Music Industry." Rolling Stone. Retrieved from https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-

news/taylor-swift-fearless-taylors-version-interview-1154841  

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.26858/eralingua.v4i2.11199
https://ejournal.unsrat.ac.id/v3/index.php/actadiurnakomunikasi/article/view/2878
https://archive.org/details/semanticsstudyof0000leec
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/24/arts/music/taylor-swift-reputation.html
https://doi.org/10.34050/els-jish.v3i2.9994
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/taylor-swift-fearless-taylors-version-interview-1154841
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/taylor-swift-fearless-taylors-version-interview-1154841

